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Local Administration Facility (LAF) 

Introduction
The local and regional authorities play a key role in meeting the Copenhagen criteria and ensuring the implementation of the EU acquis.  This role is particularly important in the following sectors: economic and social cohesion, agriculture and food safety, environment, public procurement, culture, youth and education, and social policy.

Since they are closely placed to the public, local and regional authorities can also make an important contribution to communicating enlargement. 
The new Local Administration Facility (LAF) finances study visits of local and regional authorities, including both elected representatives and senior officials to Brussels, during which they visit EU institutions and meet with leading representatives of local and regional authorities in the EU to increase understanding on what the EU stands for at the regional and local level. 
The Committee of the Regions and DG Enlargement of the European Commission coordinate the activities. 

The aims of the Local Administration Facility 
This facility aims at:

· increasing the capacity of regional and local governments to prepare for EU accession by fostering their understanding and knowledge of European integration and the accession process. 
· enhancing awareness-raising and exchange of experience and best practices with a view to improving the knowledge and skills of representatives of local and regional authorities regarding European integration and accession.
· studying the functioning of the EU institutions and the role of local and regional authorities in the accession process and the adoption of the EU acquis. 

Target group
The LAF covers the following candidate countries and potential candidates to EU accession: 
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Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo
, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey as well as Iceland
.
The programme targets representatives of the local and regional administration: elected heads or councillors of municipalities, governors of counties or provinces and their senior permanent staff.
Seminars under the Local Administration Facility
The LAF mainly entails the organisation of multi-country study tours, where 3-5 representatives per beneficiary are invited to Brussels. The aim of these visits is to build up regional and European networks and to familiarise the participants with the EU legislation and programmes. The seminars are organised in cooperation with the Committee of the Regions as well as with offices of regional representations based in Brussels. 

The working language of these events is English. 
Selection procedure 
a. Selection of topics  

In order to select the most relevant subjects for the LAF events selection will be done together with the European Union Delegations and the geographical Units of the DG ELARG in close cooperation with the Committee of the Regions. 

The topics of events will vary accordingly. 

b. Selection of participants

The selection of participants for the study tours is conducted by the Directorate General for Enlargement with the assistance of the European Union Delegations. 
Participants will be asked, as part of the application procedure, to indicate a method of dissemination of the acquired knowledge (internet, press, radio, leaflets, seminar, workshop, info-point in the region/municipality, networks or exchange platforms and other). 
Logistics

Once the topics, participant group and the programme for a study tour have been established, the Directorate General for Enlargement deals with all the organisational, logistical and financial aspects of the study tour, such as transport and accommodation (if required). 

Activities of the Local Administration Facility
For the year 2011 the LAF foresees around 10 events. All of them will take place in Brussels. The three first events will be organised for the beneficiaries from the region of the Western Balkans.  As of June 2011 also Turkey and Iceland will be eligible to the programme. 
For further details, please consult the TAIEX web site.
� Under UNSCR 1244/1999


� Three first pilot seminars will be organised for the region of the Western Balkans and will not cover neither Turkey nor Iceland
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